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Practical Arithmetic and Mensuration. By F. M. and C. H. SAXELBY. 
Pp. vii+ 167. 2s. 6d. 1917. (Longmans, Green.) 

This is a course for all pupils whose " main interest lies or will lie rather in 
the future in making things than in buying or selling them." For that purpose 
it seems admirably adapted. The slide rule is much in evidence. It is worth 
noting that De Morgan and Prof. Perry alike were convinced that the quickest 
way to master a " sliding rule " is to play with it, i.e. to solve all the problems 
the rule suggests by random positions of the scales. The striking effect 
produced by appeals to chance was perhaps first recognised by the famous 
Welsh genius, Robert Recorde, who used to startle his friends by difficult 
questions, the true results of which he worked out from the chance answers 
of "suche children or ydeotes as happened to be in the place." On the first 
page, the model answer to "find the prime factors of 32340 " begins with 
2, 3, 5, ... Surely it is better to try to turn 11, 10, 9.... The simple tests of 
divisibility by 2, 3, 9 are given, but those for 1.1, 8, 4 are omitted. The selec- 
tion of examples is very interesting, and should suggest to the secondary 
school teacher and the examiner many useful novelties. 

A Pocket Book for Chemists. By T. BAYLEY. Edited by R. ENSOLL. 
Eighth edition. Pp. xvi + 425. 7s. 6d. net. 1917. (E. Spon & Co.) 

The mathematical tables, etc., in this volume fill about one-eighth of the 
book. Logarithms and anti-logarithms, vulgar fractions with decimal 
equivalents (one page), squares, cubes, square and cube roots, take eleven 

pages. Then, according to table of contents, come values of n" and 4n2 for 
r 

2 

numbers from 1 to 100, which turn out to be tables for nr and n2. Tables 

of capacity in imperial gallons of cylinders 1 in. high take pp. 16 to 22. The 
tables of conversion are for grammes into grains, percentage into lbs. per 
cwt., and cwts. and lbs. per ton; grains into grammes; millimetres into 
inches; inches, and fractions and decimals of an inch, into millimetres ; lb./inch2 
into kg./cm2., and kg./m3. into lb./ft3. 

THE LIBRARY. 

CIIANGE OF ADDRESS. 

THE Library is now at 9 Brunswick Square, W.C., the new premises of the 
Teachers' Guild. 

The Librarian will gladly receive and acknowledge in the Gazette any 
donation of ancient or modern works on mathematical subjects. 

A copy of Prof. A. N. Whitehead's Organisation of Thought has been added 
to the Library. 

SCARCE BACK NUMBERS. 

Reserves are kept of A.I.G.T. Reports and Gazettes, and, from time to 
time, orders come for sets of these. We are now unable to fulfil such orders 
for want of certain back numbers, which the Librarian will be glad to buy 
from any member who can spare them, or to exchange other back numbers 
for them: Gazette No. 8 (very important). 

A.I.G.T. Report No. 11 (very important). 
A.I.G.T. Reports, Nos. 10, 12. 
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